Question tags 

When the statement is positive the tag is negative.

· You’re Italian,  aren’t you?

· He’s from Bristol, isn’t he?

When the statement is negative the tag is positive.

· They aren’t coming to the party, are they?

· She isn’t here yet, is she?

With the verb to be we make the tag with the verb and the subject.

· It isn’t very warm, is it?

When there is a modal verb or an auxiliary verb we make the tag from the modal or auxiliary and the subject.

· You can swim, can’t you?

· She won’t be here tomorrow, will she?

· It doesn’t matter, does it?

· You’ve finished, haven’t you?

· It was raining, wasn’t it?

When the verb in the sentence hasn’t got an auxiliary, we make the tag from the auxiliary that we would normally use for making questions in that tense.

· She arrived yesterday, didn’t she? 

· You like fish, don’t you?

Note: Negative tag questions are contracted.

· You knew about this yesterday, didn’t you? NOT ... did not you?
· She can speak Russian, can’t she? NOT ... Can she not?
When the subject of the statement is a noun, we replace it with a pronoun in the tag.

· This chair’s French, isn’t it?

· Bob and Betty live near here, don ‘t they?

The question tag for a sentence with Let’s is shall we? 

· Let’s get a pizza, shall we?

The question tag for a sentence with I am is aren’t I. 

· I’m going to Helsinki next week, aren’t I?

When we write a question tag it is separated from the statement by a comma and is followed by a question mark.

Use

A question tag turns a statement into a question. It is less direct than an ordinary question.

We can use falling intonation or rising intonation on a question tag. We use falling intonation when we think the statement is true and we expect the other person to agree. We use rising intonation when we are less certain and we want to check something.

Tape 4.2 Life lines intermediate

	They haven’t scored,
	

	You’re away next week,
	

	He’s pretty good at tennis,
	

	You can’t play golf,
	

	The restaurant isn’t closed, 
	

	They’re in room 234,
	

	The meeting’s at four,
	

	But that isn’t her husband with her,
	

	Well, they aren’t going to win know,
	

	The bride looks lovely,
	

	He works in television,
	

	I told you I was out of touch,
	

	I think it’s my round,
	

	Well, it won’t be open tonight,
	

	It’s a lovely day,
	

	Paula always picks the right day for a party,
	

	Well, it can’t be Brad Conran,
	

	You haven’t got as map,
	

	Let’s go to that new club,
	

	John said it was good,
	


